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Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

In  this,  my  last  report,  for  the  sake  of  continuity,  I  will 
adhere  to  the  same  arrangement  as  in  previous  reports. 

1.  General. 

The  Urban  District  remains  unchanged  for  the  most  part, 
there  being  no  new  industry,  with  an  area  of  10,950  acres  ;  a 
rateable  value  of  £20,315,  and  a  penn}'  rate  realising  £80. 

Population  (resident)  at  the  middle  cf  the  year  is 
estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  to  be  5,352,  an  increase  of 
230.  Evacuees  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year  number  24. 

2.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

These  remain  unchanged  and  the  lack  of  facilities  for 
nursing  the  sick,  especially  the  aged  and  chronic  sick,  was 
again  experienced  during  the  year.  But  it  is  gratifying  to 
note  that  steps  are  being  taken  in  many  districts  to  improve 
matters  by  way  of  employing  part  time,  trained  and  partly 
trained  nurses  to  relieve  those  on  the  staffs  of  Hospitals  and 
Institutions,  etc. 


Vital  Statistics. 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

Live  Births 

54 

45 

102 

Legitimate 

48 

44 

92 

Illegitimate 

6 

4 

10 

Still  Births 

- 

1 

1  (legitimate) 

3 


;ath  of  children  under 

1  year  of  age  : 

M  F 

TOTAL 

2  4 

6 

Legitimate 

1  4 

5 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

1 

The  above  figures  give  the  following  rates: 

Live  Birth  rate,  20'9  per  thousand  of  population  ;  that  in 
England  and  Wales  being  given  as  19T  ;  and  an  Infantile 
Death  rate  per  thousand  of  Live  Births  of  58‘8  ;  that  in  England 
and  Wales  being  43.  One  death  of  a  child  under  two  years 
from  Diarrhoea  was  registered. 


4.  Deaths  from  ail  causes  numbered  76. 

Males  33  and  Females  43.  Details  as  under  :  m  f 

Whooping  Cough  ..  ...  ...  -  1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ...  1  1 

Cancer  of  Breast  ...  ...  ...  -  1 

Cancer  of  other  sites  ...  ...  ...  3  6 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ..  4  11 

Circulatory  System  including  Intra-Cranial 

Lesions  ...  ...  ...  ...  5  7 

Bronchitis  and  other  Respiratory  diseases  5  5 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  2 

Digestive  disorders  ...  ...  2  2 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  1 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Road  traffic  accidents  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

Other  violent  causes  ...  ...  1 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  3  2 

Totals  33  43 

Maternal  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

5.  Tuberculosis. 

On  the  Register,  31st  December,  1945  ...  34  cases 

On  the  Register,  31st  December,  1946  ...  40  cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M  F  M  F 

16  6  7  11 

Total  40,  an  increase  of  6  cases. 
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6.  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


totalled  asunder — 361 

Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  24 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  251 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  64 


361 

It  is  to  be  recorded  that  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
reported. 


7.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

(Under  the  County  Committee),  were  carried  on,  monthly 
sessions  being  held. 


Wymondham  I.W.C. 

First  Total  Seen  by 

Attendance  Attendance  M.O. 


No.  of  Average 
Sessions  Attendance 


Under  l  year  1 1  92 

1  to  5  years  1  99 


191  12  15'9 


8.  Housing  Conditions. 

For  details  of  new  houses,  built  or  being  built,  see  Mr. 
Head’s  report.  There  are  many  premises  remaining  to  be 
renovated  or  demolished  that  were  temporarily  allowed  to  be 
occupied.  I  should  like  to  suggest  that  a  complete  survey, 
examination  and  report  be  undertaken  as  soon  as  possible. 


9.  Water  Supply. 

While  the  exceptional  purity  of  the  supply  is  being  main¬ 
tained,  the  quantity  available  is  becoming  inadequate  to  meet 
the  increasing  demands.  An  extension  of  the  works  at  High 
Oak  will  be  inevitable  in  the  near  future.  The  details  of 
consumption,  etc.,  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Head’s  report. 

10.  Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Scavenging. 

Like  the  water  suppty,  the  disposal  works  are  proving 
inadequate.  The  effluent  is  consequently  unsatisfactory. 
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I  I.  The  Swimming  Baths  are  a  boon  to  the  district.  They 

are  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition  generally. 

12.  The  Milk  and  Dairy  Orders.  See  Mr.  Head’s  report. 

The  qualit}'  and  supply  of  milk  is  being  regularly 
supervised  and  the  orders  carried  out. 

13.  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Very  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in  providing 
protection  to  children  against  diphtheria.  Since  1940  our 
records  show  that  442  now  aged  between  15  and  19  have 
been  treated.  During  the  year  71  children  under  5  years  and 
7  between  5  and  i5  years  were  protected.  As  mentioned  in  my 
last  report,  steps  are  being  taken  to  administer  the  first 
injections  at  nine  months  and  to  follow  this  up  by  what  is 
styled  a  “boosting”  injection  on  children  entering  school  at 
five  years.  The  recorded  number  of  notifications  in  all 
England  and  Wales,  which  since  before  1941  averaged  over 
55,000,  fell  to  18,186.  And  the  deaths,  never  less  than  2,000 
in  any  one  year  before  1941,  fell  to  472  in  1946. 

14.  Summary. 

In  spite  of  the  shortage  of  man  power  and  materials  and 
the  national  financial  resources,  the  health  of  the  district  has 
been  exceptionally  good.  No  reports  of  malnutrition  or  under 
nutrition  have  been  reported  to  me.  There  is,  however,  one 
thing  which  I  should  like  to  see  done  generally  throughout  the 
country,  that  is  more  care  taken  in  the  production,  handling 
and  distribution  of  food  stuffs.  Serious  outbreaks  of  typhoid, 
enteric  and  dysenteric  diseases  have  and  are  occuring  and 
traced  to  “carriers,”  engaged  more  particularly  in  the  ice 
cream  trade.  More  stringent  precautions  are  overdue  in  the 
supervision  of  all  the  personel  engaged  in  this  occupation. 
Blood  and  other  tests  should  be  compulsory  and  every 
employee  encouraged  and  instructed  to  report  any  illness, 
especially  diarrhoea,  and  taken  off  duty.  Dysentery  is 
known  to  be  spread  through  the  handling  of  bread  by  persons 
suffering  or  as  carriers.  This  is  an  indication  of  the 
advisability  of  wrapping  bread  and  similar  food  stuffs. 

In  conclusion  I  have  again  to  record  the  invaluable  help 
accorded  to  me  by  the  whole  Council  and  officials  during  the 
year. 

ALEX.  P.  AGNEW,  m.b.,  c.m. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I  submit  hereunder  particulars  of  sanitary  matters  dealt  with 
by  me  during  the  year  1946. 

1.  HOUSING. 

14  Dwelling  Houses  were  found  to  possess  sanitary  defects 
(apart  from  Council  Houses),  and  repairs  were  carried  out  to  8  of 
these,  following  the  issue  of  letters,  and  notices  as  required. 

4  New  Houses  were  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  during 
the  year. 


POST-WAR  HOUSING. 

Completed  31.12.46.  20  Permanent  3  Bedroom. 

1 5  Temporary,  Tarran  Type. 

Under  Construction  3 1.12.4b.  8  —  3  Bedroom. 

2.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  from  the  Council’s  mains  was  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year.  A  sample  was  taken  from  the  Town  mains 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  on  9.2.46,  who  reported  as 
follows  “  This  is  a  pure  and  wholesome  water,  of  excellent 
organic  and  bacteriological  quality.  It  is  efficiently  softened  and 
freed  of  iron.  The  water  is  quite  suitable  for  drinking  and  all  the 
purposes  of  a  public  supply.”  The  water  is  chlorinated. 


Summary 

of  Water  Officer’s 

weekly  reports  for 

year  ended 

31st  December, 

1946. 

Water  Pumped 

Lime 

Alumina 

Month 

and  Softened 

used 

used 

January 

0 

0 

0^ 

o' 

r\ 

gals. 

10,150 

lbs. 

136  lbs. 

February 

3,485,000 

33 

10,360 

33 

256  „ 

March 

4,364,30° 

3-3 

^,692 

33- 

356  „ 

April 

3,740,000 

33 

1 1,596 

33 

00 

O 

May 

4,180,000 

33 

12,912 

33 

312  » 

June 

5,140,000 

33 

15,838 

yy 

398  » 

July 

4,3  30, ooo 

33 

13,118 

33 

321  „ 

August 

5,100,000 

33 

15,406 

33 

3g2  „ 

September 

4,115,000 

33 

*2,544 

33 

3°4  „ 
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October 

4,174,000  „ 

12,458  „ 

304  ,, 

November 

4,885,000  „ 

D,297  ,, 

400  „ 

December 

3,876,000  „ 

io,747  ,, 

304  ,, 

50,839,300  gals. 

154,118  lbs. 

3,772  lbs. 

68t.  16c.  61bs. 

it.  13c.  761bs. 

1945 

47,5  5  1,465  gals. 

63t.  X2C.  i4lbs. 

it.  8c.  io3lbs. 

( incr .) 

3,287,835  gals.  (mcr.)5t-3c-I04lbs.  (incr.)4C.  8 5 lbs. 

3 ’03 2  lbs  of  Lime  use  to  every  i,ooo  gallons. 


No.  of  new  connections  to  Domestic  Premises  during  the  year  .. 
No.  ,,  ,,  >>  Trade  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Total  No.  of  „  for  Domestic  use  „  „ 

„  „  „  „  Trade  &  other  Premises  „ 


CONNECTIONS. 


From  Main 
to  Stopcock. 


January  i 

February 

March  4 

April  1 

May  3 

June  2 

July  1 

August  2 

September  1 

October  4 

November  2 

December  4 


From  Stopcock 
to  Premises. 

3 

4 

2 
8 
7 

3 
3 
7 
6 

3 


25 


46 


Meters 

Installed. 


I 


I 


2 


Parish  of  Hingham  consumed  5,083,000  gals.  1.1.46 — 31.12.46. 
Wymondham  alone  consumed  45,756,300  gals. 
Average  daily  consumption  in  Wymondham  125,359  gals. 

Consumption  through  Meter  ( including  Hingham  and  Military 
Authorities).  1946  17,932,705  gals. 

1945  16,406,900  „ 

Increase  1,525,805  gals. 
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Military  Authorities  consumed 

320,152  gals.  (7  meters). 

For  half-year  ended  30.6.46 

178,882  gals.  (5  meters). 

For  half-year  ended  ^  1.12.46 

141,270  gals.  (2  meters). 

Total 

320,152  gals. 

No.  of  Consumers. 

Meters 

52. 

Special  Arrangements 

21. 

Building  Supplies 

12. 

Domestic 

1305. 

Total  1390. 

WELL  SUPPLIES. 

Three  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  from 
wells  as  under 


Situation. 


Report  of  Analyst. 


Chestnut  Farm,  Suton.  Heavily  polluted. 

Myhill’s  Cottage,  Folly  Road.  Free  from  pollution. 

New  Housing  Site,  Suton.  Free  from  pollution. 

Notices  were  served  upon  the  owner  of  3  cottages  to  require 
the  provision  of  a  pure  supply  of  water  but  these  elapsed  without 
compliance  by  the  owner.  New  notices  have  now  been  served. 


3.  MILK  SUPPLY. 

8  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Analyst 
for  examination  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936. 
6  satisfied  the  test  and  2  failed.  2  samples  were  taken  for 
biological  examination,  1  was  certified  as  negative  to  tuberculosis, 
and  in  the  other  case  the  guinea  pig  died  prematurely. 

Two  new  Milk  Producers  were  registered  in  1946. 


4.  SEWERAGE  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Rather  more  blockages  than  usual  occurred  in  the  soil 
sewerage  system  during  the  year,  particularly  at  Silfield  and  in  the 
White  Hart  Yard  where  lengths  of  the  sewer  have  scarcely  any  fall. 
A  scheme  to  deal  with  storm  water  at  the  outfall  works  was 
adopted  by  the  Council,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  proceeded  with. 

Two  new  connections  from  existing  houses  were  made  to 
the  Sewers,  and  7  notices  served  by  me  requiring  same.  The 
open  sewer  at  Frogshall  was  cleaned  out. 
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5.  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

Refuse  collection  was  commenced  by  Direct  Labour  from 
October  ist,  1946,  a  new  Karrier  Bantam  motor  vehicle  being 
purchased  for  the  purpose.  14  notices  were  served  upon  house 
owners  to  provide  receptacles  for  house  refuse,  and  all  the  notices 
were  complied  with. 


6.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


As  a  result  of  the  examination  of  food  in  the  shops  and 
slaughter  house,  the  following  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  was  destroyed 


Corned  Beef  99  lbs. 

24  Calves  Feet  (decomposition). 
3  tins  of  Beans. 

29  tins  of  Evaporated  Milk. 

1  tin  of  Chopped  Ham. 


Fresh  Beef  7  lbs  (decomposition) 
1  Pig’s  Head  (tuberculosis). 

6  tins  of  Tomatoes. 

1  tin  of  Stewed  Steak 


7.  ICE  CREAM. 

No.  of  Vendors  Registered,  2. 

No.  of  Premises  used  for  Manufacture,  1  Restaurant. 


8.  RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

The  sewerage  system  was  tested  for  rat  infestation,  and  no  rats 
were  found  to  exist  in  them.  5  notices  were  served  upon  Occu¬ 
piers  to  abate  infestation  of  their  premises,  which  were  complied 
with  whilst  the  Council’s  Operator  continued  inspections  and 
treatment  of  premises  throughout  the  year,  spending  an  average  of 
three  days  each  week. 

E.  J.  HEAD, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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